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Chapter 16
STATEHOOD

Lesson Plans for Oklahoma History Teacher Date

ASSIGNMENTS:
Read Statehood, Chapter 16, pages 226-237.
Be prepared to participate in class discussion using the questions on page 237.
Complete the following in Student Activity Book:
Vocabulary
Complete the statements
Compare and Contrast views of the State Constitution

Describe the division, function, and sharing of powers among levels of government including city,
county, state and tribal.

Compare Oklahoma’s state government to the United States’ national system of government including the
branches of government, their functions, and powers.

Match dates to historical events

Identify important people in Oklahoma history
Choose from Activities on next page, Section II. Copy and distribute, or project them for group work.

Read Feature: A section of African-American Experience, p. 406- top of p. 413. (The rest of the feature is

assigned, with the worksheet, in Chapter 18. Students may begin worksheet now or wait till then.)

I. Discussion Question
1. Name four proposals for statehood.
2. When did Congress pass the Hamilton Act, and what was its other name?
3. Who was E.P. McCabe?
4. Describe when and where the Sequoyah Convention happened. Who was its president?
5. Define Jim Crowism.
6. Why was the Oklahoma Constitution considered progressive?
7. When did Oklahoma become a state?
8. Who was President of the United States in 19077
9. Who was the first governor of the state of Oklahoma?

10. Contrast the voting rights of Oklahoma women in 1907 with those of other American women at that
time.
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II. Activities

Choose symbols for State of Sequoyah

Map Study-locating cities and towns in Oklahoma

Puzzle: Unscramble the Names

Time Line - On the class time line mark the following important people and events:
First Statehood Convention
Sequoyah Convention
Hamilton Bill (Oklahoma Enabling Act)
Constitutional Convention of Oklahoma
Approval of the State Constitution by voters
Date of Statehood

II1. Internet Research:
http://www.okhistory.org/
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Oklahoma

IV. Suggested Reading:

Jeffrey Burton, Indian Territory and the United States, 1866-1906.: Courts, Government, and the
Movement for Oklahoma Statehood (Norman OK: University of Oklahoma Press, 1995)

Fischer, LeRoy H., Oklahoma's Governors, 1907-1929: Turbulent Politics (Oklahoma City, Oklahoma:
Oklahoma Historical Society, 1981)

Activities

STATE OF SEQUOYAH

Let the students pretend that they are members of the Sequoyah Convention and expect Indian Territory to
become the state of Sequoyah. Students are to select state symbols for the new state. They may not use any of
Oklahoma’s state symbols. They should use symbols fitting for the eastern half of the state. They are to select a
state bird, flower, rock, tree, reptile, fish, animal, and grass.


http://www.okhistory.org/
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Oklahoma
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MAP STUDY Name

On the following blank map, locate these towns which are important in this chapter: Oklahoma City;
Guthrie; Kingfisher; Eufaula; Fort Gibson. Use a wall map or a road map for reference, and mark each town
with an “x” and its name.




Copyright © 2025 by Oklahoma History Press

PUZZLE: USCRAMBLE THE NAMES

The letters in the answers to the following identifications are scrambled. Put the letters in the proper
order for the correct answers. (No middle initials are used.)

(1) RYAM WORNB MAILSIWLON
A black woman who came from
Tennessee

(2) EJAMS NANMOR
A Cherokee lobbyist

(3) NIMNEJAB KINFLARN TEFTELAYA
First territorial settler to be nominated for
a national office

(4) LARCHES SLELHAK
Creek Representative at the Sequoyah
Convention

(5) LIWMAIL YUMRAR
President of the Constitutional
Convention

(6) RENEG RUCNIR
First black legislator

(7) DENIW BECCAM
Former Kansas State Auditor
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Student Activity Book Chapter 16 - STATEHOOD

I. VOCABULARY. Write a short definition of each word below.

1. allotment 5. suffrage

2. thwart 6. progressive
3. initiative 7. contingent
4. referendum 8. constitute

II. COMPLETION. In the blanks, write the word or words that would complete each sentence correctly.

1. The first territorial settler to be nominated for a national office was

2. The first nomination was for the office of

3. The founder of Langston University was

4. A leader who hoped to make Oklahoma Territory a black state was

5. The man elected as president of the Sequoyah Convention was

6. The five vice presidents of the convention were representatives from the

7. The proposed name for a state composed of Indian Territory was

8. The capital of this state was to have been located at

9. The Hamilton Bill was also known as the

10. The Congressional act combining the twin territories into the state of Oklahoma was the

Act.

11. The constitution for the new state of Oklahoma was declared legal by President

12. A man appointed head of a committee to prepare an enabling act was

III. STATE CONSTITUTION. Oklahoma’s Constitution was both modern and restrictive when it was passed in
1907. In the column on the left give three reasons why the Constitution was considered “Progressive.” In the
column on the right give three reasons why some groups did not like it.

(1) )
(2) (2)
3) 3)
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IV. MATCHING. Match the date to the event below.

V. MATC

1

2.

3.

10.

11.

12.

. Oklahoma Enabling Act passed A. January 25, 1892

. Enrollment of Indians began B. November 20, 1906
. First statehood convention in Oklahoma City held C. September 17, 1907
. Oklahoma became a state D. November 16, 1907
. Constitutional Convention in Guthrie held E. June 16, 1906

. First state officials elected F. 1905

. First statehood bill introduced G. December 16, 1891
. Five bills introduced into Congress to make twin H. June 10, 1896

territories one state

HING. Match names to identifications. Some may be used more than once.

. A Cherokee lobbyist A. James Norman
An attorney and builder of railroads B. William H. Murray
A Creek chief C. W. C. Rogers

. Cherokee representative at Sequoyah Convention D. Pleasant Porter

. Choctaw representative E. Green L. Currin

. Seminole representative F. Charles N. Haskell

. Creek representative G. John F. Brown

. Chickasaw representative H. Green McCurtain

. First African American elected to political office

President of Constitutional Convention at Guthrie
The first governor of the state of Oklahoma

Legislator who introduced first civil rights bill into the Oklahoma legislature



