
Oklahoma’s Climate 
And Geography

Oklahoma’s geography influences its climate. In the spring, ferocious 
thunderheads well up over the horizon, usually from the southwest. 
Thunderstorms and the clash of cold and hot air spawn tornadoes that 
skip across the land, sometimes causing death and destruction. In July 
and August, warm moist air from the south brings high humidity along 
with high summer temperatures. The fall season brings great beauty and 
temperate weather. Winters vary. Sometimes they are mild, but more 
often they are cold and damp with cold north winds sweeping down the 
plains and across the state.

Oklahoma’s climatic zones are influenced by a humid belt in the south, 

a cold climatic belt in the north, a humid belt from the east, and a dry 
belt from the west. The blending of these climatic conditions produces 
weather that is usually pleasant but is capable of extremes.

Oklahoma’s average temperature is 60 degrees Fahrenheit, but many 
summer days exceed 100 degrees. Some winter days see temperatures be-
low zero. However, the days of extreme temperatures seldom last long.

The most unpleasant side of Oklahoma’s weather lies in the occasional 
blizzard or the more frequent spring tornadoes. Modern weather warning 
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systems and radio-television media help Oklahomans to observe safety 
precautions during times of danger.

Wind movement dominates much of Oklahoma’s climate. Few days oc-
cur when there isn’t at least a gentle breeze. The western half of the state, 
a part of the Great Plains, gets a steady flow of wind movement.

Rainfall varies widely in the state. The northwest, an arid part of Okla-
homa, averages only eighteen inches of annual rainfall. On the other 
hand, the southeast gets about fifty-six inches. Some areas of the Pan-
handle have received less than ten inches in a year. But, in 1949, part of 
southeastern Oklahoma received nearly seventy inches of rainfall.

Oklahoma’s geographic location in the United States causes some diffi-
culty in placing it in a specific region. Some writers place it in the South-
west while others claim its location is in the South or South-central parts. 
It is situated between 94° 29´ and 103° west longitude and 33° 41´ and 
37° north latitude. It shares state borders with Texas, New Mexico, Colo-
rado, Kansas, Missouri, and Arkansas. The latitudinal location of the state 
places it between the forests of the East and the grasslands of the West 
and between the low elevations of the Coastal Plain and the high eleva-
tions of the Rocky Mountains. Even the growing season lies between the 
long growing season of south Texas and the shorter growing season of the 
northern states.

Oklahoma ranks eighteenth in land area in the United States with a 
total area of 69,919 square miles.

Landforms in Oklahoma are dominated by small ranges of hills and 
mountains. The Ouachita Mountains are formed by curving ridges made 
up of the Kiamichi Mountains and Winding Stair Mountain. These 
mountains have rough, rugged terrain, covered with thick forests. The 
San Bois Mountains make up the northern part of the Ouachitas.

Western Oklahoma is mostly plains, but small, rocky mountain ranges 
jut upward from the surrounding prairie lands. The Wichita Mountains 
and their neighbors, the Quartz Mountains, are landforms in southwest-
ern Oklahoma.

The Arbuckle Mountains lie in south-central Oklahoma. They are the 
subject of study for geology students throughout the south-central and 
southwestern United States. The Cookson Hills in eastern Oklahoma 
form a part of the Ozark Plateau of Arkansas and Missouri. The Antelope 
Hills in western Oklahoma and Black Mesa in northwestern Oklahoma 
dominate the western plains of the state. The Osage Hills are a part of the 
Flint Hills of Kansas. The Glass Mountains lie between the North Cana-
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dian and the Cimarron Rivers in northwestern Oklahoma.
Of all the mountain ranges, the greatest interest is directed toward the 

Arbuckles. The Arbuckle Mountains cover a large area in south-central 
Oklahoma, just north of Ardmore. They are of particular interest to 
geologists because the base materials of which the mountains are made are 
exposed to the surface. This makes it possible for geologists to see forma-
tions that usually are hidden below the surface of the land. The mystery 
of the Arbuckles is found in an article written by Dave English, published 
here by his permission.

THE ARBUCKLES
by Dave English

Until the last half of the 20th century, scientists believed that the 
Earth’s crust was basically stable, or unchanging. However, discover-
ies and observations during that century proved the opposite to be the 
case. Through new accumulation of knowledge, much can be dis-
cerned about the origin of the Arbuckle Mountains.
The Earth’s crust, a far cry from being stable, is divided into pieces, 

much like a jigsaw puzzle. These pieces are called plates. Some are 
large.  In fact, entire continents can make up only a portion of one 
plate. Others are smaller. It is believed that about twenty plates exist 
around the Earth’s crust.
Not only is the Earth’s crust composed of individual plates but each 

plate also happens to move in its own individual direction. How 
could this be? The answer can be seen by comparing the movement 
of the Earth’s plates with a pot of cold tomato soup.
Cold tomato soup develops a thin, dark, dry layer of scum over its 

surface. But when slowly heated, the wet soup below begins to con-
vect, or move in circles from the bottom of the pot to the surface, 
just below the layer of scum. The current of convecting soup then be-
gins to drag on the bottom of the dried layer. As the current increases 
speed because of rising temperature, the scum cracks and is eventu-
ally carried in individual pieces across the soup.
 The Earth’s plates move in the same way. The molten mantle below 

the Earth’s crust convects, and the plates are moved by convective 
drag.
But the plates do not move in the same direction. Another example: 

if cars could travel any direction on the highway, collisions would 
occur. The same occurs with the plates. As cars collide, their fend-
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ers heap upward into crumpled piles. It is the same with the Earth’s 
plates. The crumpled piles occurring when the Earth’s plates collide 
are called mountains. The Arbuckles were formed by the colliding, 
faulting, and folding of strata of limestone, shale, sandstone, and 
other materials.
The Appalachian Mountains on the East Coast and the Arbuckle 

Mountains of Oklahoma were both a part of some ancient collision 
of the Earth’s plates. The collision caused the Arbuckles to crumple 
in such a way as to expose the base of its own formation.

Elevations increase rapidly across Oklahoma. The lowest elevation is 
found in the Coastal Plains, south of the Ouachita Mountains in the 
southeastern part of the state. There, the elevation is only 287 feet above 
sea level. The highest elevation occurs at Black Mesa in the Panhandle. 
Black Mesa is 4,973 feet above sea level. The capital, Oklahoma City, lies 
1,243 feet above sea level. Elevation at the southwestern corner of the 
state is 1,558 feet. When one looks at the elevation from the southwest-
ern corner to the southeastern corner, it is apparent that the Red River, 
which forms the state’s southern border, falls 1,253 feet as it flows along.

Two of Oklahoma’s rivers form the state’s major drainage systems. The 
Arkansas River carries about two-thirds of the state’s excess water drain-
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age. The Red River carries the other third of run-off. The Arkansas flows 
from Colorado and gathers waters from the Cimarron, Verdigris, Illinois, 
and Grand rivers. Before the Arkansas leaves the state, it gathers water 
from the Canadian rivers. The Red River begins on the Texas high plains 
and flows along the southern boundary of the state. It gathers water from 
the North Fork, Washita, Boggy, Blue, and Kiamichi rivers.

One of Oklahoma’s most scenic areas is found south of Davis at Turner 
Falls. The falls nestle among the rocks of the Arbuckle Mountains. At 
seventy-seven feet, Turner Falls is the state’s highest and largest waterfall 
and is a favorite recreational area for people of the state.

Oklahoma’s vegetation is as varied as its climate and topography. More 
than 130 different kinds of trees grow in the state. In the east are oak, 
pine, maple, sweet gum, hickory, pecan, walnut, sycamore, dogwood, and 
the state tree, the red bud. One of the most unusual trees in Oklahoma, 
the cypress, is found at Beavers Bend. In fact, the state’s tallest tree was 
a cypress tree that grew in McCurtain County. It was killed by lightning 
in 1983. Pine trees grow rapidly in southeastern Oklahoma. Pine trees 
are harvested, planted, and re-harvested as a major crop in southeastern 
Oklahoma. In other parts of the state, pecan and cedar are major timber 
crops, as is oak.

In the western half of the state, cottonwood, elm, willow, cedar, hack-
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berry, and blackjack trees grow along waterways.
One of the most interesting growths of trees historically is the vegeta-

tion belt called the Cross Timbers. Trees grew so thickly that early pio-
neers had to go around the Cross Timbers. They couldn’t go through 
them. The Cross Timbers were between five and thirty miles wide and ran 
along a line from the central part of the state to the southwest. The Cross 
Timbers served as a dividing line between the forests of the east and the 
prairies of the west. The stunted growth of blackjack, post oak, and other 
kinds of oak, with their wild grape and greenbriar vines, made traveling 
through them almost impossible.

Wildflowers and grasses cover the land seasonally. Red, yellow, pink, 
purple, and white blossoms decorate the pastures and highways. The 
colorful Indian paintbrush and the Indian Blanket, along with Black-eyed 
Susans, blooming purple thistles, wild roses, sunflowers, and buttercups 
grow profusely. The Indian Blanket is the state’s wild flower.

All of the large lakes in Oklahoma are man-made and serve as reservoirs 
for towns and cities in the state. The largest natural lake is Lake Roebuck 
near Grant. The man-made lakes have been created for flood control and 
for conservation purposes. They also provide recreation and power. They 
are a valuable source of income from the tourist trade in the state.

Oklahoma’s location, along with its temperate climate and its unusual 
topography, make the state an interesting and beautiful place to live or 
visit. Its greatest resource is its people. A multi-cultural citizenry bring a 
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wide variety of activities to the state’s calendar of events. From the Indian 
Exposition at Anadarko to the Czech Festivals at Prague and Yukon to the 
Italian Festival at Krebs to celebrations of Oriental New Year, the state’s 
many ethnic groups proclaim their pride in their origin as well as their 
pride in their state. Oklahoma! OK!

Indigenous Tribes

When the first explorers reached the land that is now Oklahoma, the 
early peoples who had built mounds and developed a technically ad-
vanced society were gone. Archeologists and anthropologists have never 
learned what happened to them.

Occupying the area once claimed by the Spiro people were the Qua-
paws, the Osages, and the Caddos. The Wichitas, called Quivira by the 
Spaniards, are said to be cousins of the Quapaws. They were in the south-
ern part of the region, and the Lipan or Plains Apaches were in the west.

The Plains Apaches roamed the southern Great Plains and depended 
on the buffalo for their livelihood. The Spaniards wrote of the Plains 
Apaches’ many uses for every part of the buffalo, including the use of 
dried “buffalo chips” as fuel. Much later, pioneer settlers in western Okla-
homa would use the same fuel in their difficult quest for survival in the 
short grass country.

Plains Apache women tanned buffalo hides to make clothing and to 
make tipi covers. The tribe ate buffalo meat and used buffalo bones for 
tools. Some internal organs became pouches.

These nomadic people followed herds of buffalo across the plains. They 
bundled their household goods and placed them on travois poles pulled 
by dogs to move from one hunting ground to another. After the white 
people came, horses replaced dogs in transporting these burdens. One 
horse could pull the bundles of several dogs.

Apaches were Athabascan-speaking people. They were fierce warriors, 
very good with bows and arrows. They were hunters and gatherers and 
raiders, and they often preyed upon more peaceful agricultural tribes. 
When raiding a village, they were careful not to destroy completely the 
settlement or to take all the grain the settled tribe had stored. They left 
enough to encourage the farmers to continue to farm, so there would be 
more grain for the taking the next year.

Their nomadic lifestyle limited their cultural and technological devel-
opment. They traveled in small bands, usually clusters of extended fami-
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lies. They had no central government, and they made few baskets, woven 
fabrics, or pieces of pottery or art.

Physical skill or ability was very important to the Apaches. Their lead-
ers won their positions by their physical strength and their skills in battle. 
Young boys were encouraged to develop physical endurance and to strive 
for personal achievement. They were schooled in the military skills and 
prepared for a dangerous life. Public ceremonies marking the passage of 
boys into manhood, usually included demonstrations of physical feats.

Girls were important to the Plains Apaches, too, and they received a 
great deal of public attention. They were especially honored for their abil-
ity to bear children, and because of this, they were considered the “hope 
of the Apaches.” Elaborate religious ceremonies and festivals, sometimes 
lasting for days, announced that young girls were becoming women.

In fact, Lipan Apaches were matrilineal and matrilocal. Matrilineal 
means that families were counted through the mother’s line of descent 

Black Hawk and His 
Son, Whirling Thunder 
was painted in 1833. 

Black Hawk was a 
Sac war chief who was 
taken to Washington, 

D. C., with his son after 
losing the battle against 
white encroachment on 

his ancestral land.
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rather than the father’s. Matrilocal pertains to the home territory of a 
wife’s kin group. Therefore, when a man married a woman, he moved to 
the home area of her parents, and his children were said to be of the fam-
ily of his mother-in-law and later of his wife.

Tribal government was generally run by men, however. Each village was 
governed by a council of elders, or older men, who had proved themselves 
to be leaders in battle. As with earlier peoples, the Plains Apaches in the 
west lived very different lives from their more settled neighbors in the 
east. 

The Caddos and their cousins, the Wichitas, were of the Caddoan 
language group. They were a skilled agricultural people, and they were 
talented traders. They almost always produced surplus crops of corn and 
tobacco, which they could trade to other tribes for hides, meat, and other 
items. Their abilities in commerce endeared them to Europeans, who 
made them middlemen in the Indian trade.

Called “Taovayas” by the French, the Wichitas and Caddos dominated 
the southwestern fur trade. In addition to tobacco and the American 
“vegetable triad” (corn, beans, squash), they grew melons and pumpkins 
and traded them to the western Indians for hides and pelts. They also 
traded French goods, such as guns, knives, hatchets, blankets, and mir-
rors. After the trades were made, they took the pelts and hides back to the 
French traders, called coureurs de bois, and collected their pay in goods.

French traders took bales of beaver, otter, other pelts, and buffalo robes 
to trade centers down river by flatboat and Indian dugout. They sold their 
valuable furs and hides and purchased more trade items, then went back 
to their posts, and often to their Indian wives, on the Arkansas and Cana-
dian Rivers.

Osage war parties often raided Taovayan villages, and finally, the trad-
ers, both French and Indian, were forced to move to the upper Red River. 
By 1749, only one village remained on the Arkansas. That village, Ferdi-
nandia, fell to the Osage raiders in 1757.

The Caddos and Wichitas lived in large farming villages. Their houses 
were dome-shaped and made of grass and were about forty feet in diame-
ter. They made pottery and baskets, and they had many religious festivals, 
including a green corn dance.

The Wichitas and Caddos were also called Picts because of the tattoo-
ing used to adorn the bodies of many of them.

Another group of Indians living in the area and operating as middle-
men for the French was the Quapaws. They were of the Siouian language 
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group. They were possibly the first of the tribes to arrive in the area.
The Quapaws lived mainly by “garden agriculture,” supplemented by 

hunting small game and fishing. They had a tribal chief form of govern-
ment, and the chief was assisted by a council of elders. The elders acted as 
judges in settling disputes among tribe members.

Quapaw women enjoyed equal rights with the men in the tribe. They 
were regarded highly in social status, but most events in their lives were 
controlled by custom — marriage, divorce, inheritance, and property 
rights.

At one time, the Quapaw tribe claimed ownership of most of Okla-
homa and Arkansas and part of Louisiana. In 1818, they ceded all of their 
land south of the Arkansas River and east of the Kiamichi to the United 
States government.

By 1833, about 200 surviving but impoverished Quapaws were living 
among the Caddos on the Red River. A few more were in Arkansas. They 
were reportedly starving. They asked to relocate near Pine Bluff, Arkan-
sas. Instead, they were given a 96,000-acre reservation in the far northeast 
corner of what is now Oklahoma. This tract of land, lying between the 
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Neosho River and the western boundary of Missouri, extended north a 
half-mile into what is now Kansas.

The Quapaw tribe moved into a land that they were told was theirs. 
They established homes and farms and made a new life. A few years later, 
however, it was learned that the Indian agent had mistakenly moved them 
onto land belonging to the Senecas. Their own land was sitting idle, still 
waiting for them. Once again, they were uprooted and moved to another 
land to start over. Later, their land was subdivided and parts of it given to 
other tribes.

The Quapaws were thought to be relatives of the mighty Osage, an-
other Siouian tribe in the area.

The Osages, related by language to the Sioux, lived in southwestern 
Missouri before many of their tribesmen moved into Oklahoma. Howev-
er, the Osage hunters and war parties ranged across most of eastern Okla-
homa. The Osages were more warlike than the Quapaws or Caddos. The 
tall, aggressive Osage warriors were feared by whites and Indians alike.

The Osages were also respected, particularly by the French. They were 
intelligent, skillful traders. They were a clean people who bathed daily, 
winter and summer, and often found the habits of the fur traders offen-
sive.

In Oklahoma, one of the first encounters between the Osages and Eu-
ropean explorers occurred near where Hartshorne is located today. Ber-
nard de la Harpe and his expedition met a party of Osage warriors. Both 
La Harpe and his Caddoan guides feared the Osage. The Osage warriors, 
with their faces painted black with a touch of blue, made their way into 
La Harpe’s camp. There they were fascinated by the black men in the 
expedition. They harassed the Caddos, pretending to scalp the Caddoan 
guides. Finally, the Osage party accepted the gifts offered to them by La 
Harpe and went on their way leaving the party unharmed.

The Osages had a strong, well-organized tribal government with chiefs 
who had proved themselves in courage, strength, and wisdom.

Until the tribe divided, little change in customs, manners, or tribal 
organization occurred. But the importance of trade, particularly with the 
French, had a tremendous impact upon tribal economics. Osage trad-
ers exchanged furs for items of convenience, such as needles, axes, calico, 
mirrors, and blankets. The Osages could have survived without the 
French goods, but life would have been more difficult.

They also enjoyed the mobility given to them by the horse, another Eu-
ropean import. The horse changed the total society and economy of the 
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tribe. Of all the things whites brought to the New World, it was the horse 
that became the most important factor in Indian lives. It was particularly 
so with the far-ranging Osage.

Young girls among the Osages were looked after by knife-carrying 
duennas. Duennas are older women who were charged with protecting 
young unmarried women. The girls were looked upon as carriers of future 
warriors. The objectives for marriage were warrior perfection and long 
life. Therefore, the tribe protected their young girls so they would be fit 

mates for the strongest, bravest, and most handsome young warriors. A 
formal ceremony marked the marriage of a young woman who was fit to 
be the bride of such a warrior.

Young men would parade in front of the young women and would 
sneak glances at them, but they knew the tribal taboos. They also knew 
that death could be the penalty for disobeying tribal customs.

The Osages believed that the way they protected their young women 
kept the tribe tall and strong. A tall, deserving, handsome young warrior 
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could have two or more wives, if he had proved to be strong and brave.
Osage warriors were often well over six feet tall. They wore their hair 

roached (a roll of hair combed upward from the forehead). If they were 
brave, they were allowed to wear eagle feathers, colorfully tinted, woven 
into their roached hair. Such young warriors were given much respect and 
honor by the tribe. It was important to each warrior that his parents and 
grandparents had been married formally and had followed tribal tradi-
tions. Children of Osage parents who had broken with tradition had no 
social standing in the tribe.

When a warrior was ready to marry, 
the parents of the eligible girls could 
do nothing to influence the choice of a 
bride. Usually an uncle was charged with 
finding a suitable bride for the warrior. 
When one was found, the uncle would 
go to the girl’s family lodge. When he 
revealed his mission, he would have to 
make arrangements with the girl’s uncle, 
usually her mother’s brother.

Weddings involved elaborate feasts and 
ceremonies, full of songs and gift-giving. 
Often the bride and groom would see 
one another for the first time at the 
marriage lodge. There, they ate a meal 
together. They were then man and wife. 
The warrior and his wife would then be 
given a lodge of their own among the 
wife’s people. The husband would still 
be a member of his clan and the wife of 
hers. Their children would live among 
the wife’s people, but they belonged to 
the husband’s clan.

A large band of Osage called Osages-
of-the-Oaks settled in the Three Forks 
area in northeastern Oklahoma. Shortly 
after the War of 1812, the first of the 
Cherokees moved onto Osage hunting 
grounds. Trouble between the two tribes 
began.

A Southern Arapaho 
Ghost Dance shirt was 
worn by Indians in the 
1890s. Crows, magpies, 
and eagles are spiritual 
messengers. The turtle 
and sky represent the 
earth and long life.
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In July, 1816, Major William L. Lovely, agent to the Cherokees, met 
with representatives of the Osages, the Cherokees, and the Quapaws. 
The Osages agreed to cede a tract of land to the Cherokees. But the 
agreement resolved nothing. Trouble still prevailed between the Osages 
and the Cherokees. It was not until 1822 that a peace treaty was signed 
between the two tribes.

When Auguste Pierre Chouteau, trusted by the Osages, opened a trad-
ing post near Three Forks, more Osages migrated into the region. Even 
there, they would have to struggle to keep their land from white settlers 
and other tribes.

In the 1980s the struggle to hold onto their land continued. Led by 
their chief, George Tallchief, the Osages won the struggle to hold onto 
the oil-rich, tall grass prairie region. It was proposed that the land be 
taken from the Osages and made into a national prairie preserve. The 
plan became a politically hot issue with officeholders backing away from 
their early support of a national preserve.

The issue was settled by the purchase of a large ranch for the tall grass 
preserve, leaving the Osage lands largely intact.

The Osages are a strong, religious people with many of their customs 
intact. Their annual pow-wow keeps alive Osage dress, dances, and reli-
gious ceremonies.

Blending Cultures

European exploration brought the first blending of cultures to the 
Americas. Spaniards and Frenchmen brought white ways to blend with 
the Indian culture. European explorers were accompanied by African 
Americans who added their ways to the cultures of the Native Americans 
and the European intruders. Later, English explorers brought their own 
cultures to the New World.

In Oklahoma, the earliest of the explorers, the Spaniards, crossed the 
land in their search for gold. The leader of the Spanish expedition, Coro-
nado, was disappointed and wrote his king, “What I am sure of is that 
there is not any gold nor any other metal in all the country.”

A trailblazer for the Coronado expedition was an African American 
man named Estevan. Although Estevan never actually reached Oklaho-
ma, he played an important role in its exploration.

Estevan was not the first African American man to accompany ex-
plorers to the New World. Some came with Columbus on his discovery 
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voyage. Others came with Balboa, Cortés, and Pizzaro. In fact, it was an 
African American man who carried the murdered Pizzaro’s body into a 
church sanctuary.

Estevan, however, was the first African American explorer associated 
with Oklahoma’s history.

Estevan’s story began when he sailed from Spain with his master, Pan-
filo de Narváez. Five Spanish ships carrying 600 men sailed for the New 
World. Tragedy struck the expedition. In Santo Domingo, 140 fearful 
men quit. Then, a hurricane struck when they were in Cuba. The fierce 
winds scattered the ships. Sixty men and twenty horses died.

The expedition met many other disasters. Estevan and two others, 
along with Cabeza de Vaca, were captured by Indians. They were treated 
as slaves. They escaped and found some friendly Indians to live with. 
No doubt, Estevan taught his Indian friends methods and ideas he had 
brought with him from Europe and Africa. He also learned Indian sur-
vival skills and languages. Later, he and his companions made their way 
to Mexico.

Because Estevan had won respect from the Indians and had learned to 
speak various Indian languages, he was sent on another expedition north-
ward. In the meantime, Coronado waited for Estevan’s reports that would 
tell him whether or not it would be worth the effort and expense of a 
northern expedition.

Estevan, accompanied by Friar Marcos, explored the territory. They 
heard tales of the Seven Cities of Cibola. Estevan and Marcos separated, 
with Estevan trailblazing the way. Somewhere in New Mexico, Estevan 
was murdered, probably by Zuni Indians. The Zunis had not learned to 
like him as other Indians had, or perhaps they were tribal enemies of Es-
tevan’s friends. They might have distrusted him because he looked differ-
ent from them or because of his foreign ways — their cultural differences.

Although he lost his life before he reached Oklahoma, he went far to 
the north and sent back much information. As a result, Coronado made 
his journey northward and became the first European explorer to cross 
the state. If Estevan had lived, he might have been first instead of Coro-
nado. 

As Spanish, French, and English explorers crossed the land, they came 
to know the ways of the red people living here. Traders moved in and 
built trading posts. The posts themselves became places where people of 
different cultures met, traded, learned one another’s languages, and in-
fluenced each other. French traders lived in Indian villages and married 
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native women.
Whites and African Americans ate Indian food and traded guns, am-

munition, beads, knives, farm implements, cloth, mirrors, and blankets 
for fur pelts and buffalo hides. Bales of Oklahoma beaver, otter, and mink 
pelts found their way to European markets. Soon, they adorned the heads 
and backs of the people of Europe.

In the East, the Dutch claimed territory and monopolized trade be-
tween the Americas and the Orient. Furs traded by Indians to Dutch 
traders for iron pots and implements found their way to the closets of the 
rich men and women in Holland and Asia. On return trips, a few of the 
spices taken to Europe from Asia were brought across the ocean to tickle 
Native American palates.

Also in the exchange, the Native Americans learned European ways 
and customs. Many American Indians became dependent upon the metal 
pots and other new conveniences from Europe. They lost some of the old 
skills, and they needed European goods for survival. This fact made it 
easier for European governments to dominate Indian people later in his-
tory.

The horse and the gun made the greatest differences in the lives of 
Indians. The horse enabled people to travel farther and faster and to carry 
greater loads. The gun, on the other hand, gave some tribes power over 
others who had no guns or who did not use them as well, just as they had 
given the Europeans power over the Indians in the beginning.

Europeans took home new foods, new music, new art, and a few new 
native skills. The greatest difference, however, was that the New World 
provided escape for the oppressed, hope for the indebted, and new sourc-
es of income for businessmen. Therefore, most cultural blending took 
place on the new continent. Europeans and Africans came in large num-
bers, bringing their ideas, their methods, and their ways of life. They held 
on to many of their old ways, while adopting some of the Indian methods 
for survival. Indians resisted some of the foreign ways but were fascinated 
with others. The more the different peoples were exposed to each other, 
the more they mixed their ways of life.

In the beginning, Indians did not know that the white people’s num-
bers would grow and grow, and that they would be pushed westward. 
Many eastern tribes would be moved onto Oklahoma lands. 

The blending of the cultures would be a painful process in Oklahoma’s 
and the nation’s history.
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